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was no national movement, and on the whole the Germans were
not discontented with their political constitution.
A complete change, however, was effected by the French
Revolution and Napoleon. Most of the small principalities
were wiped out by Napoleon, and the humiliations, exactions
and oppressions inflicted by him upon Germany, and the ideas
of the Revolution and of romanticism, aroused the longing for
a united and strong nation. Yet particularism was strongly
rooted in the German mind. At the Congress of Vienna Bavaria
and Wtirttemberg protested against a proposal on the ground
that " it would create out of different peoples such as Prussians
and Bavarians so to say a single nation ",1
The extraordinary strength of particularism has caused much
misery and humiliation to Germany. On the other hand, it had
also its good side. It led to a rivalry among many rulers, nobles
and citizens in founding all sorts of cultural institutions, and
people persecuted for their creed or views in one state usually
found a refuge in a more tolerant one near by. The outward
attachment to the soil fostered the inward freedom of the spirit,
and the citizen of a small country' without power and wealth
found it easy to be a good citizen of the world.2 The marvellous
development of learning and thought, of education and industries,
was largely due to the decentralization of Germany. In spite of
all the shortcomings of particularism Bismarck's unification by
Prussianization was not in accordance with the real wishes of the
majority of the German people outside Prussia,3 though this policy
was approved by influential sections. It appealed to their longing
for power and prestige, and Bismarck skilfully used wars to arouse
national passions, and the introduction of manhood suffrage to
win the support of democratic sentiment.
The idea is now often ventilated whether, after Hitler's down-
fall, German particularism should not be encouraged. There is
no doubt that the old particularist structure of the Reich furthered
the maintenance of European peace. The multitude of rulers
and the rivalry between them, their close connexions with almost
all dynasties of Europe, the cosmopolitan spirit of the intellectuals,
1 G. Gervinus, Ceschichte des 19. Johrhunderts^ 1855, vol. i, p. 282.
2  It is significant that the two greatest German poets, Goethe and Schiller, created
their immortal works in Weimar which then was a mere village.   They travelled little,
and only once in their life visited Berlin (ca. 130 miles from Weimar) for a few days on
special business.   They never saw Vienna, then the greatest German" city, nor Paris or
London-   Imrnanuel Kant spent his whole long life at or near Konigsberg.   He
never crossed the frontiers of his native province.
3 For the unpopularity of Prussia among the other German states, and the opposi-
tion to Bismarck's " unification "9 cf. W. H. Dawson, The German Empire,
and the Unity Movement, 1919, vol. i, pp. 54, 271-8, 282, 371.